
 
RCRA PERMIT 

FOR A HAZARDOUS WASTE MANAGEMENT FACILITY 
 

  
Signature Page                       Page 1 of 3 

 
Permittee: United States Department of Energy, Nevada Field Office REVISION 4 

 Nevada National Security Site  
Facility EPA ID#: NV3890090001 
Permit Number: NEV HW0101   

 
This Permit is issued by the Nevada Division of Environmental Protection (NDEP) under the authority 
of Section 3006 of Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) (40 CFR Part 271), Nevada 
Revised Statutes (NRS) 459.520 and Nevada Administrative Code (NAC) 444.842 through 444.8746 
and 444.960.  The State of Nevada has adopted 40 CFR Subpart A of Part 2, Subparts A and B of Part 
124, and Parts 260 through 270 inclusive, by reference in the NAC at 444.8632 with exceptions listed at 
444.86325 and as revised at 444.8633. This Permit is issued to The United States Department of Energy, 
National Nuclear Security Administration, Nevada Field Office (hereafter called the Permittee), to 
operate 1) a mixed radioactive hazardous waste disposal facility (MWDU); 2) a mixed radioactive 
hazardous waste storage facility (MWSU); 3) a nonradioactive hazardous waste storage facility 
(HWSU), and 4) an Explosive Ordinance Disposal Unit (EODU), all located at the Nevada National 
Security Site (NNSS) approximately 105 km (65 mi) northwest of Las Vegas, Nevada summarily 
described as follows: 
 
The MWDU is located in the remote southeastern portion of the NNSS, within the Area 5 Radioactive 
Waste Management Complex (RWMC). The RWMC includes the Area 5 Radioactive Waste 
Management Site (RWMS) which is an active disposal site for low level waste. The MWDU is located 
near the northeastern corner of the RWMC, and consists of: 
 

 One (1) Subtitle C landfill (Cell 18) with a design capacity of 25,485 m3 (33,334 yd3); 
 One (1) aboveground 3,000 gallon tank 18-T1 (LPW-TNK-001) used to contain 

leachate.  
 
The MWSU is located in the remote southeastern portion of the NNSS, within the Area 5 RWMC. The 
total capacity for the MWSU is approximately 18,426 m3 (650,708 ft3). The MWSU is comprised of 
existing structures within the RWMC and consists of: 
 

 One Transuranic (TRU) Pad Cover Building (TPCB) and TRU Pad (TP), with a 
maximum storage volume of 17,690 m3 (624,716 ft3); 

 One Sprung Instant Structure (SIS) Building, with a maximum storage volume of 365 
m3 (12,890 ft3); 

 One Visual Examination and Repackaging Building (VERB), with a maximum storage 
volume of 240 m3 (8,476 ft3); 

 One Drum Holding Pad (DHP), with a maximum storage volume of 131 m3 (4,626 ft3). 
 
The HWSU is located in the remote southeastern portion of the NNSS, within the Area 5 RWMC. The 
HWSU is a prefabricated, rigid steel-framed roofed shelter used to store hazardous, nonradioactive 
waste generated on the NNSS. The unit was originally designed as a 90-day nonradioactive Hazardous 
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Waste Accumulation Site (HWAS) and has been in operation since 1990. In 1995 the NDEP permitted 
the HWAS as a RCRA HWSU in order to provide the NNSS with increased storage capability for 
hazardous waste. The HWSU consists of: 
 

 One (1) prefabricated, rigid steel-framed roofed shelter. The unit is a monolithic pour 
cell type unit with a coating applied to the exposed surfaces. The storage area floors are 
31 meters (100 feet) long by 9.1 meters (30 feet) wide. Integral 15 cm (6 inch) curbs are 
provided above the 15 cm (6 inch) concrete floor slab, around the exterior of the 
structure and between the five segregated storage cells. 

 
The EODU is located in a remote portion of Area 11 within the NNSS. The controlled area containing 
the EODU includes approximately 20 acres of land and consists of: 

 
 One detonation pit surrounded by an earthen pad, approximately 20 meters (65 feet) by 

31 meters (100 feet); 
 Ancillary equipment that includes and explosives magazine and firing point area; 
 One satellite accumulation area (SAA). 

   
The Permittee is required to perform groundwater monitoring as well as post-closure care and 
monitoring. The Permittee must comply with all terms and conditions of this Permit. This Permit 
consists of the conditions contained herein, the Permit Application, and the applicable regulations 
contained in 40 CFR Parts 124, 260 through 266, and 270, and Sections 206, 212, and 224 of Hazardous 
and Solid Waste Amendments (HSWA), which require corrective action for all releases of hazardous 
wastes or constituents from any solid waste management unit (SWMU) at a treatment, storage, or 
disposal unit seeking a Permit, regardless of the time at which waste was placed in such unit, as 
specified in the Permit. If there are conflicts between this Permit and the Permit Application, the Permit 
shall prevail. Applicable regulations are those that are in effect on the date of issuance of the Permit, in 
accordance with 40 CFR 270.32(c) and NAC 444.8632. 
 
This Permit is based on the assumption that the information submitted in the Part A and Part B Permit 
Application documents dated October 2015 (for MWDU, HWSU, EODU and MWSU) (hereafter 
referred to as the Permit Application) is accurate and that the facilities are constructed and operated as 
specified in the Permit Application and this Permit. 
 
Any inaccuracies found in the submitted information may be grounds for the termination, revocation and 
reissuance, or modification of this Permit in accordance with 40 CFR 270.41, 270.42, 270.43, and NAC 
444.8632 and for enforcement action.  The Permittee must inform the Director of any deviation from or 
changes in the information in the application, which would affect the Permittee's ability to comply with 
the applicable regulations or Permit conditions.  Failure to comply with any term or condition set forth 
in this Permit in the time or manner specified herein will subject the Permittee to possible enforcement 
action and penalties pursuant to NRS 459.565, 459.570, 459.585, and 459.595. 
 
This Permit is effective as of December 10, 2015 and shall remain in effect until December 10, 2020 
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FOR A HAZARDOUS WASTE MANAGEMENT FACILITY 

unless revoked and reissued under 40 CFR 270.41 and NAC 444.8632, terminated under 40 CFR 270.43 
and NAC 444.8632, or continued in accordance with 270.51(a) and NAC 444.8632. 

This Permit shall be reviewed by the Director five years after the date of Permit issuance or reissuance 
and s all be modified as necessary, as provided in NRS 459.520 (4) and 40 CFR 270.50 (d). 

Christine Andres 
Chief, Bureau of Federal Facilities 

Signature Page Page 3 of3 
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