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My name is Peter Burress, and I am the Government Affairs Manager with Wisconsin 
Conservation Voters. We have offices in Madison, Milwaukee, and Green Bay, where we 
work with our network of over 40,000 members and supporters to engage voters to 
protect our environment. I appreciate the opportunity to share our support for the DNR’s 
proposed rules to establish public health standards for PFOA and PFOS in drinking, ground, 
and surface water (DG-24-19, DG-15-19 and WY-23-19).  
 
The PFAS threat to our communities is real and growing. On French Island, heavily 
contaminated wells have left residents living off of five-gallon water jugs provided by the 
state and the City of La Crosse.1 Nearly half of Eau Claire’s wells have been shut down while 
the city is managing poisoned water by diluting it through manufactured lagoons.2 In 
Peshtigo, Tyco Fire Products kept the community in the dark about PFAS contamination for 
four years,3 and residents are just beginning to understand the health-related 
consequences of the company’s inaction.4 In Madison, Well 15 approaches its third 
anniversary of being shut down from PFAS contamination, while nearby residents face 
warnings against consuming more than one fish per month from Starkweather Creek.5 
Most recently, Wausau residents learned about contamination across every one of their city 
wells, and the city is racing to identify solutions.  
 
The scariest part about all of this is that we don't know how widespread the exposure to 
these dangerous chemicals might be, because there are no state or federal standards for 
testing and cleaning up existing pollution. While our Michigan and Minnesotan neighbors 
continue to benefit from comprehensive testing and remediation, many Wisconsin 
communities are still left in the dark about the safety of their water. If we wait for federal 
standards, it will be close to 2030 before they arrive, and those standards will not protect 
our groundwater. Meanwhile, these proposed rules that would set standards for drinking, 
ground, and surface water are widely popular – only opposed by a small handful of special 
interest groups.  

                                                
1 https://www.wpr.org/we-didnt-know-french-island-residents-struggle-lack-clear-solutions-pfas-contamination 
2https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/local/wisconsin/2021/10/12/eau-claire-shuts-down-half-its-wells-pfas-
contamination/6102075001/ 
3 https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/local/wisconsin/2019/02/04/tyco-waited-4-years-disclose-toxins-wisconsin-drinking-
wells/2727670002/ 
4 https://wisconsinwatch.org/2021/05/residents-of-wisconsin-region-struggle-with-aftereffects-of-dangerous-forever-chemicals/ 
5 https://wisconsinwatch.org/2021/10/starkweather-creek-one-of-wisconsins-most-pfas-polluted-waterways/ 
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We owe it to every Wisconsinite to look this problem in the eye and begin to address it. 
Included with this testimony is a letter of support for these rules, signed by 462 of our 
members. As members of the Natural Resources Board, only you have the ability to set 
these standards for our state.  Local governments on the front lines of this crisis cannot. 
The current Legislature will not. It is your responsibility to set policy that protects and 
enhances our natural resources, provides a healthy and sustainable environment, carries 
out the will of the public, and considers the health of future generations. Without your 
support for these rules, tens of thousands of Wisconsin families will continue to drink 
poisoned water for years to come. Please do your job and vote to protect the health of 
every Wisconsinite. Thank you for your time.  
 

### 
For more information, contact Peter Burress at peter@conservationvoters.org or 920-421-

3601. Visit Wisconsin Conservation Voters at www.conservationvoters.org.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Petition to Protect Our Water from Toxic PFAS Chemicals 
 
Every person has a right to safe drinking water. As Wisconsinites, from every corner of the 
state, we appreciate your efforts to protect our communities from PFAS by implementing 
administrative rules related to drinking water (Natural Resources Board Order Number 
DG-24-19), surface water (Natural Resources Board Order Number  WY-23-19), and 
groundwater (Natural Resources Board Order Number  DG-15-19) from PFAS.   
PFAS are a class of highly toxic, human-made chemicals that for decades have been used for 
industrial applications and consumer products such as carpeting, waterproof clothing, 
upholstery, food packaging, firefighting foam, and various paper products. Commonly 
referred to as “forever chemicals,” PFAS do not break down over time. There is mounting 
evidence linking these chemicals to a wide variety of serious long-term health risks 
including: 
 

● Increased cholesterol levels 
● Decreased responsiveness to vaccines 
● Increased risk of thyroid disease 
● Decreased fertility 
● Increased risk of high blood pressure in pregnant women 
● Lower infant birth weights 

 
PFAS are already presenting well-known public health risks in communities like Campbell, 
La Crosse, Eau Claire, Madison, Peshtigo, Marinette, and Rhinelander. The list of impacted 
communities continues to grow. Across the state, the DNR has already opened more than 
80 PFAS-related investigations in over 35 communities. 
 
Still, the truth is, we don't know how widespread the exposure to these dangerous 
chemicals might be. There are no state or federal requirements for testing and cleaning up 
existing pollution. Without immediate comprehensive public health-based action, PFAS will 
continue to poison our communities and threaten future generations. The Department of 
Natural Resources' proposed rules are central to tackling PFAS' threat to Wisconsin 
communities. 
 
We appreciate the Department's efforts, and urge you to do everything you can to 
ensure these rules are adopted.  
 
Karen Ackroff, Eagle 
Glory Adams, Eau Claire 
Mary Beth Adams, Whitefish Bay 
Cecile Adams, Muskego 
Daniel Agne, Rice Lake 
Joanne Allen, Black River Falls 
Eric Andersen, Kaukauna 
David Anderson, Osceola 
Edna Anderson, Beloit 

Kimberly Anderson, Salem 
Lisa Anderson, Nelsonville 
Ray Anderson, Fitchburg 
Melissa Anglin, Verona 
Evan Arnold, Madison 
Joan Arnold, Rudolph 
Barbara Arnold, Madison 
Mary Arthur, Milwaukee 
Gary Austin, Green Bay 



Nancy Barbieri, Milwaukee 
Duane Barmore, Middleton 
Milton Bartelme, Franklin 
Deborah Bascom, Wauwatosa 
Rhonda Bast, Racine 
Richard Basterash, St Francis 
Ken Bates, Markesan 
Gerry Baudendistel, Fredonia 
Brent Bauer, Durand 
Theresa Bauer, Prairie Du Sac 
John Beck, Sturgeon Bay 
Andrew Becker, Eau Claire 
Lisa Bee, Osseo 
Karolyn Beebe, Madison 
Leigh Begalske, Green Bay 
Vicki Behrens, Pleasant Prairie 
Ann Behrmann MD, Madison 
Mara Beldavs, Shorewood 
Vitauts Beldavs, Shorewood 
Jeremy Beloungy, Madison 
Barbara Bend, Roberts 
Jane Benson, Suamico 
Sara Bentley, Bangor 
Kathleen Bernardo, Ashland 
Jess Bernstein, Mount Horeb 
Anna Biermeier, Middleton 
Mary Bingham, Grantsburg 
Michael Blair, Madison 
Erin Bloodgood, Milwaukee 
Dean Borofka, Rice Lake 
Marcy Bosworth, River Falls 
Fred Braby, Hartland 
Marya Bradley, Milwaukee 
Sher Brandl, De Pere 
Judith Brey, Reedsburg 
Dianne Brooks, New Glarus 
Michelle Buerger, Middleton 
Karen Cannestra, Milwaukee 
Deborah Cardinal, Madison 
Christine Carollo-Zeuner, Oregon 
Hilary Carroll, Fitchburg 
Cindy Carter, Appleton 
Bill Cary, Richland Center 
Ruth Cary, Glenbeulah 
Chris Casper, Stevens Point 
Dawn Casper, Madison 

Rebecca Cecchini, Madison 
Philip Chaudoir, Green Bay 
Arlen Christenson Christenson, Madison 
Pat Chung, Greenfield 
Christina Clancy, Madison 
Andrea Coffey, Hudson 
Matthew Coffey, Eau Claire 
Nancy Coffey, Eau Claire 
Ed Cohen, Oconomowoc 
Connie Connour, Green Bay 
Kate Cooper, Barneveld 
Andrew Corbisier, Stevens Point 
Mike Cornelissen, Tony 
Sue Costoff, Elkhorn 
Tom Cramer, Watertown 
Cassandra Creedy, Madison 
Kathleen Crittenden, Viroqua 
Joseph Crumrine, Milwaukee 
Dorothy Curtis, Fall River 
Carol Czarnecki, Oshkosh 
Stanley Czarny, Wisconsin Rapids 
G Allen Daily, Milwaukee 
Michael Dally, Appleton 
Bernadette Davel, Milwaukee 
Janice Davis, Green Bay 
Lindsay Wood Davis, Monona 
John Davy, Chippewa Falls 
Paul Dearlove, Madison 
Jodi Delfosse, Milwaukee 
Heather DeLuka, Eau Claire 
Paul DeMain, Hayward 
Jennifer Denetz, Appleton 
Lyle Dickson, Clintonville 
Dick Dierks, Appleton 
Fred Dike, Madison 
Cindy Dillenschneider, Washburn 
Jeff Dix, Wausau 
Colleen Dodge, Neopit 
Earl Dougovito, Marinette 
Thomas Duffey, Appleton 
Anne Egan-Waukau, Milwaukee 
Harry Engle, Tomahawk 
David Erickson, Oconomowoc 
Gregg Ewert, Neenah 
Barbara Faris, Saint Francis 
Don Ferber, Madison 



Joanne Fetting, Milwaukee 
Helen Findley, Madison 
Marcia Finger, Madison 
Sherry Fitzmorris, Middleton 
Susan Foote-Martin, Arlington 
Corita Forster, Durand 
Amy Fowler, Verona 
Beverly Fowler, Cottage Grove 
Adrienne Fox, Gays Mills 
Phil Fransen, Belleville 
Nanette Franze, Waukesha 
Pat French, Green Bay 
Joyce Frohn, Oshkosh 
Everett Fuchs, Hudson 
Kathleen Fullin, Madison 
Mary Garnett-Hayes, Kenosha 
Ned Gatzke, Sparta 
Steve Gausman, Eau Claire 
Becky Geiser, Medford 
Terrence Gerlach, Waupaca 
Paul Gibson, Eau Claire 
Kevin Giehl, Milwaukee 
Jennifer Giesler, Madison 
Patti Gmeiner, Niagara 
Ann Godfrey, Ripon 
Patricia Golner, Pewaukee 
Cheryl Goodman, Madison 
John Gosling, Appleton 
Gordon Gottbeheut, Nekoosa 
Lori Grass, Grafton 
Paul Gravunder, Greenville 
Lance Green, Madison 
Janet Greendeer, Baraboo 
James Greer, Sun Prairie 
C Gribble, Milwaukee 
Gordon Grieshaber, Mineral Point 
Debra Griffith, Janesville 
Norda Gromoll, Eagle River 
Sherrie Gruder, Waunakee 
Helga Guequierre, Milwaukee 
Christopher Guy, Plymouth 
Mary Hahn, Spring Green 
Scott Halberg, Hudson 
Karen Etter Hale, Lake Mills 
Gary Halvorsen, Milwaukee 
Scott Halvorson, Lake Geneva 

Debbie Haman, Richland Center 
Eric Hamburg, Baraboo 
Carl Hansen, Luck 
Einar Hanson, Hudson 
Vicky Harris, De Pere 
Tom Hauge, Prairie Du Sac 
Cathy Haupert, Catawba 
Daniel Haupert, Catawba 
Gini Heersma-Covert, Blue River 
David Hemstreet, Green Bay 
Jeffrey Henry, Eau Claire 
Patricia Henry, Eau Claire 
Marnie Hersrud, Eau Claire 
Sidney Herszenson, Milwaukee 
Marci Hess, Blanchardvlle 
Eileen Hesseling, Milwaukee 
Thomas Hickey, Milwaukee 
Nancy Hill, La Crosse 
Dean Hoegger, Sturgeon Bay 
Larry Hoffman, Milwaukee 
Randi Hoffmann, Fond Du Lac 
Steve Hogseth, Menomonie 
Kimberly Hollis, Winter 
Leah Holloway, Milwaukee 
Amy Holt, Fitchburg 
Michael Horejs, Plover 
Penny Howell, Green Lake 
Edward Hubbard, Madison 
Beth Huizenga, Waukesha 
Cal Huizenga, Waukesha 
Patricia Hung, Madison 
Michael Iltis, Madison 
Phil Immerfall, Appleton 
Jo Jacobi, East Troy 
Jolie Jacobus, Columbus 
Forest Jahnke, Gays Mills 
Sharon James, Madison 
Joan Janus, Milwaukee 
Debbie Johnson, Rice Lake 
Harold Johnson, Rice Lake 
Darlene Johnson, Neenah 
Elaine Dorough Johnson, Fort Atkinson 
Keith Johnson, Muscoda 
Diana Jonen, Kewaskum 
Harold Jones, Onalaska 
Patrick Jones, Milwaukee 



Sarah Jones, Madison 
Kathleen Kaeding Turner, Green Bay 
Daniel Kaemmerer, Milwaukee 
Lance Kammerud, Blanchardville 
David Keber, Milwaukee 
Bill Kehl, Neshkoro 
Barbara Kelly, Hayward 
Daniel Kiernan, Green Bay 
Kathleen King, Madison 
Hunter Klapperich, Jim Falls 
Luann Kleppe, Saint Croix Falls 
Susan Knapp, Wauwatosa 
James Kneisler, Waupaca 
David Koeller, Shawano 
Mary Kohl, Sheboygan 
Lynn Koob, Rice Lake 
Greg Koshak, Larsen 
Aleks Kosowicz, Abrams 
Susan Kozinski, Saint Francis 
Laura Kracum, New Auburn 
Honora Kraemer, Madison 
George Kraft, Amherst 
Bruce Krawisz, Marshfield 
Nancy Kreier, Portage 
Louise Krus, Eagle River 
Cathie Kwasneski, Monroe 
Gigi La Budde, Spring Green 
Asenath La Rue, Lone Rock 
Dana LaFontsee, Waterford 
Jeffrey Lamont, Marinette 
Barbara Landis, West Bend 
Howard Landsman, Madison 
Diane Lange, Racine 
Donald Langenfeld, Hartford 
Gloria Lansin, Amery 
Don Last, Madison 
Mark Laustrup, Hayward 
Karen Law, Neenah 
Kathleen Lea, Cadott 
Geralyn Leannah, Sheboygan 
Sally Lee, Mondovi 
Linda Lehman, Wausau 
Marilyn Lehman, Superior 
Bill Leichtnam, Nekoosa 
Marc LeMaire, Viroqua 
Mike Lessard, Wauwatosa 

Susan LeVine, Milwaukee 
Eva Lewis, Eau Claire 
Rick Lewis, Eau Claire 
James Limbach, Stevens Point 
David Lindberg, Milwaukee 
Karen Lindholm, Eau Claire 
Bruce Lisiecki, Cascade 
Raymond Litzsinger, Green Bay 
Dale Long, New Richmond 
Constance Lorig, De Pere 
Carol Losey, Eau Claire 
C MacCrindle, Kansasville 
Elizabeth MacKelvie, Appleton 
Carolyn Mahlum-Jenkins, La Crosse 
Vic Mandarich, East Troy 
Thomas Mandli, Peshtigo 
David Manthey, Arpin 
Lynn Markham, Stevens Point 
Frances Martin, Racine 
Paul Martin, Baraboo 
Nichelle Martin, Baraboo 
Diane Martin, Milwaukee 
Carla Martin, Green Bay 
Cory Masiak, Milwaukee 
Anna McCabe, Sun Prairie 
Sr Annice McClure, Green Bay 
Joan McCormick, Milwaukee 
Marilyn McDole, Oregon 
Nancy McGee, Wauwatosa 
Brian McKeon, Monroe 
Nancy McMahon, Madison 
Autumn Meade, Three Lakes 
Carl Meincke, Hudson 
Dan Melton, Madison 
Karen Mesmer, Baraboo 
Larry Meyer, Whitewater 
Richard Meyer, Madison 
Stephen Meyer, Middleton 
Susan Michetti, Mount Horeb 
Diane Miesbauer, Hartland 
Mary Miller, Milwaukee 
Lisa Mink, Rice Lake 
Yolan Mistele, Arbor Vitae 
Dave Mittlesteadt, Deerfield 
Samuel Morningstar, Milwaukee 
Christine Morrissey, Appleton 



Elise Moser, Sauk City 
John Mundahl, Herbster 
Martha Munger, Mondovi 
Daniel Murphy, Appleton 
Sue Murphy, Shorewood 
Charles Myers, Sussex 
Tom Nacey, Superior 
Paul Nasvik, Hudson 
Ron Natzke, Wisconsin Rapids 
Howard Nelsen, Eau Claire 
Peter Nelson, Eau Claire 
Patricia Nelson, Eau Claire 
Cheryl Nenn, Milwaukee 
Forrest Netzel, New Berlin 
Daniel Never, Madison 
Anne Nischke, Stevens Point 
James Niva, Madison 
Russell Novkov, Madison 
Mariette Nowak, East Troy 
Michael O'Brien, Sturtevant 
Ellen Ochs, Menomonie 
Laura Olah, Merrimac 
Barb Olson, Madison 
Cindie Olson, Superior 
Diane Olson Schmidt, Milwaukee 
James Omohundro, Madison 
Sam Orlich, Milwaukee 
Patricia Orthwein, Scandinavia 
Roger Packard, Lake Mills 
Jill Page, Brookfield 
Barbara Parsons, Platteville 
Mark Pass, Waukesha 
Jim Pech, Madison 
William Pennoyer, Madison 
Louise Petering, Milwaukee 
Joan Peterson, La Farge 
Suzanne Peyer, Madison 
Lisa Piche, Racine 
Pat Pire, Milwaukee 
A. Pire, Milwaukee 
Jim Pounds, Barronett 
Cheri Price, Racine 
Danny Proud, Madison 
Dan Pubanz, Shawano 
John Quinn, Madison 
Eleanor Quint, Milwaukee 

Joyce Radtke, Milwaukee 
Mary Radue, De Pere 
Patricia Rahikainen, Green Bay 
Elmer Ramthun, Madison 
Christine Reichelderfer, Madison 
Dennis Reifsteck, Lake Delton 
MC Reisdorf, Madison 
Jane Reiter, Milwaukee 
Barb Reithel, Holmen 
Beth Rendall, Lake Geneva 
Dante Renzoni, Medford 
Steve Reusser, Eau Claire 
David Rieckmann, Pardeeville 
Cameron Roberts, La Crosse 
Jeannie Roberts, Madison 
Colleen Robinson, Madison 
Stephanie Robinsonn, Madison 
Eric Robson, Madison 
Madolyn Rogers, Cross Plains 
Tazzaleen Rogers, Milwaukee 
Ronald Rohde, Beaver Dam 
Judith Rollin, Manitowoc 
Bobbi Rongstad, Saxon 
Peter Roop, Appleton 
Suzanne Row, Mequon 
Kristine Ruffatto, Waukesha 
Fannie Ryals, Milwaukee 
Peggy Savides, Mondovi 
Robert Schaefer, Madison 
Karen Schlais, New Berlin 
Roger Schmidt, Monona 
Mary Schneider, Burlington 
Richard Schoemer, Cambridge 
David Schramm, Belleville 
Tami Schraufnagel, Eau Claire 
Sheila Schrieber, Brookfield 
Kerry Schumann, Madison 
Caleb Schuster, Eau Claire 
Sheryl Scott, Richland Ctr 
Dave Searles, Brodhead 
Bill Seybold, Plover 
Mary Shariff, Green Bay 
John Shelley, Plymouth 
Larry Shepler, Eau Claire 
Kent Shifferd, Trego 
Jane Maya Shippy, Stevens Point 



Lynn Shoemaker, Whitewater 
Kathlin Sickel, Green Bay 
Carol Siewert, Madison 
Gladys Simerl, Brookfield 
Karla Jo Skinner, Chippewa Falls 
Monica Slaght, Belleville 
Mark Smith, Oconto Falls 
Robert Smith, Shorewood 
Shannon Smith, Milwaukee 
Ken Somerville, Lake Geneva 
Nancy Sorensen, Madison 
Kathleen Spaeth, Chippewa Falls 
Terri Stanley, Eau Claire 
Michael Steele, Middleton 
Anne Steinberg, Milwaukee 
Rick Stel, Markesan 
Marsha Stelzer, Rice Lake 
Cécile Stelzer-Johnson, Wisconsin Rapids 
Leslie Stewart, Pepin 
Patrick Stoffel, Mazomanie 
John Stone-Wilms, Appleton 
Elizabeth Stupak, Eau Claire 
Jacqueline Sullivan, Madison 
Karen Syverson, Pine River 
Christina Taylor, Norwalk 
James Tenorio, Menomonie 
Janet Theis, Wales 
Alan Thiele, Hartford 
Jackie Thiry, Green Bay 
Eric Thompson, Fitchburg 
Carol Tolejano Tolejano, Middleton 
Julie Toman, Waukesha 
Caryn Treiber, Colfax 
John Twiggs, Marshfield 
Thomas Urbaniak, South Milwaukee 
Lisa Vieth, Kendall 
Edward Vlach, Black River Falls 
David Voelker, Green Bay 
Theodore Voth, Madison 
Daniel Waite, Cedarburg 
Todd Walker, South Milwaukee 
John Walsh, Eau Claire 
Alexandra Walter, Madison 
Carol Waser, Reedsburg 
Kathleen Waugus, Milwaukee 
Jerome Weber, Whitefish Bay 

Renee Welter, Twin Lakes 
Shad Wenzlaff, Madison 
Susan Wery, Milwaukee 
Patricia Westlund, Green Bay 
John Weston, Racine 
Barbara White, Madison 
Herman Whiterabbit, Madison 
Kathy Wiesneski, Merrill 
Sara Willadsen, Sheboygan 
Todd Williams, Johnson Creek 
Beth Wilmoth, Greendale 
Joan Wilson, Port Wing 
Margaret Wilson, Green Bay 
Patrick Wilson, La Crosse 
Annetta Winkle, Kenosha 
Sylvia Witte, Eau Claire 
Harvey Witzenburg, Onalaska 
Thomas Wolfe, Fish Creek 
Karen Wollenburg, Dalton 
Margaret Wood, La Crosse 
Daryl Wood, La Crosse 
Leslie Wright, Fitchburg 
Marion Wyman, Dodgeville 
Brian Yanke, Madison 
Linda Young, Blanchardville 
Paul Zachow, Saukville 
Ronald Zastrow, Mukwonago 
Jennifer Zienty, Waupaca 
Terri Zupanc, Baraboo 
Virginia Zwickey, Madison 
 
 
 
 


