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FIRE DEPT SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

Bulletin #54, Aqueous Film-Forming Foam (AFFF), the former “Gold Standard,” April 8, 2022

“The delay in taking action appears to have been caused by the combination of a
dysfunctional regulatory system, a dispirited federal agency, and the ability of

manufacturers to delay restrictions on the use of hazardous products.”*

Negatives of AFFF Positive of AFFFE
First patent in the early 1960’s? AFFF works well on
AFFF “...created for shipboard testing® pooled fuel fires. “Best on
Has not kept pace with changing of aviation fuels static fires that are
Has not kept pace with biofuels, i.e., E10, E15 contained in some
Has not kept pace with aircraft composite materials manner.”'4

Persistent, Bioaccumulative, Toxic*

Fish kil ¢

Animal and human contamination®

C6 should be treated as C8

“Important to keep full tanks. Foam concentrate sloshing around will
turn concentrate into a froth. The greater the air space the worse it
gets.”®

“AR-AFFF concentrate may take weeks to calm down, if at all. This
condition can cause VERY lean proportioning.”®

AFFF blankets do not last as long as an F3 foam. Fluorine-free
foams have a longer blanket time length and thus would need to be
re-applied less frequently.1°

AFFF is corrosivel!

AFFF gels

“Pressure fed fuel fires and 3 dimensional fuel fires are not able to be
fully extinguish with AFFF alone - - firefighters must augment the
tactic by introducing dry chemical into the mixture to fully extinguish
these types of fires,” i.e., Purple K dry compound introduced into the
water/foam stream from a fog nozzle has proven to aid in the
extinguishment of these types of fires”'2

Does not work well on 3D fires; “is not effective on hydrocarbon fuels
in motion (i.e., three dimensional fires)...”3

“Not good on running fuel fires”4
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FDSA Bulletins are posted at the Fire Department Safety Officers Association (FDSOA) website
under Safety Resources: https://fdsoa.org/Foam-Exposure-Info

Citizens for Safe Water Around Badger (CSWAB) is now posting FDSA Bulletins under their
PFAS / Library, Firefighters & First Responders (inc military): https://cswab.org/pfas/pfas-library/
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